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WHO/IPCS

World Health Organization/International Programme on Chemical Safety

Ten chemicals of major public health concern




What is the evidence telling us ?

Miracle Mineral to Household Health Hazard: Tracing the Deadly Trajectory of Asbestos

Asbestos-related

“Miracle Mineral” Deaths by Location . :
- . Micrascopic

Asbestos s a naturally occurring mineral with many unique 2 1970-2005 asbesios fibres
properties. The inaral s flexible yet tough, is resistant lo flames . ¢ are inhaled or
and corrosion, does not conduct eleciricity, and when it is. 3 : " swallowed and
crushed, produces a multitude of sitky filaments, A . . ) § [y settle into the
Asbastos was once called the "Miracle Mineral™ and ; | I'!.Irllgs of tissue
considered & natural resource that would bring Canada—one : lining.
of the leading producers of asbestos—wealth and prosperity. =

Fireproof & Indestructible

Asbestos fibers are wovan into taxtiles and

have provan 10 be an axcellent firaproof

insulator and structural reinforcemant in

construction matarials. I\'s longevity 51 12-31 32-69 T0-122 123-430
and indestructibility made it popular,

howevar, the consequences

have been long lasting
health effects. ; 1987
- ’ Tha International Agency Time —#
’ N for Research on Cancer |
! of 4 (IARC) declares asbestos I - It takes an average of 30 years after

rs. He conducted a human carcinogen, exposure o asbestos belore obvious
nd, whan
denied acce went to union halls to gather

sympitoms appear. Incidents of

mesothelioma are projected to
I | I continue far up to 30-40 years.
l I ] ' ud l I =B B

PROJECTED CANCER DEATHS TO 2030

medical histories and clinical resulis. He became a
‘Public Healih Crusa L ssly o

' advocate for the regulation of asbestos,
egan around 1878 at
Thetford Mines, Quebec. I I I
el l

ASBESTOS PRODUCTION & EXPORT 1945-2010 CANCER DEATHS IN CANADA DUE TO MESOTHELIOMA 1968-2010
ERERERE EEEENENEEEREENEREREEERREERER
1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
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